
The outdoors is yours - protect it.
2015 Annual Report 
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In 2015, the Leave No Trace Ireland programme grew on every level across the island of Ireland. Leave 

No Trace Ireland focused on building its organisational capacity as well as  reaching into schools 

across the nation to better support and connect with each of you —partners, trainers, volunteers and 

communities throughout Ireland. As the organisation continues to grow, we thank you for the support 

you have extended towards promoting Leave No Trace programmes.

The programme continues to concentrate on three primary facets of Leave No Trace’s Ireland’s work:

1) Education; 2) Research and 3) Partnerships. The continued support from Leave No Trace partners 

has meant the organisation was able to reach an increased number of individuals in 2015.

A summary of 2015’s key accomplishments include: 

•	 Leave No Trace Ireland developed a new Strategic Plan 

•	 Leave No Trace Ireland secured a new European Project - IMPRINT+

•	 Leave No Trace Ireland secured new research grants with academic partners at IT Tralee

The positive impact of Leave No Trace Ireland is paramount to the future health of the Irish 

countryside. It is our challenge to shape our programme to meet the critical needs of varying 

environments. It is because of your support and commitment to Leave No Trace Ireland’s mission that 

we can begin to reverse the negative impacts on our countryside and prevent further damage. 

Mary Mulvey, Myles Kelly
Chairpersons, Leave No Trace Ireland
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leave no Trace Ireland is a not-for-profit company made up of organisations with a shared interest in 

encouraging responsible enjoyment of Ireland’s natural environment. Our mission is to promote and 

inspire responsible outdoor recreation through education, research and partnership throughout the 

island of Ireland.

Leave No Trace Ireland, a company limited by guarantee, was officially established in 2006 and was 

granted charitable status in 2013. Leave No Trace Ireland’s office is located in Westport, Co. Mayo.

The Leave No Trace Education Programme strives to inspire those who enjoy outdoor recreation about 

their personal responsibility to minimise their impact on the environment. The programme up-skills 

people to do this, through awareness and by practising some simple techniques. The education 

programme is built around seven key principles. Leave No Trace Ireland training is delivered at various 

levels including Awareness Sessions, Trainer Courses and Advanced Trainer Courses.

leave no Trace Principles:
1. Plan Ahead and Prepare

2. Be Considerate of Others

3. Respect Farm Animals and Wildlife

4. Travel and Camp on Durable Ground

5. Leave What You Find

6. Dispose of Waste Properly

7. Minimise the Effects of Fire

The Leave No Trace message has been adopted by many organisations including government 

departments, state agencies, national governing bodies of sport, education and training organisations 

and a range of tourism businesses. It is this broad adoption and promotion that gives the message 

its strength, together with the fact that the principles are all positive in nature and based on sound 

science. 
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1
new Strategic Plan

94
new trainers added 
to the register of 
trainers

5,245 
youths completed 
Leave No Trace schools 
programme

242
completed 
awareness courses

€80k
Goodwill

1
new CPD event for 
Trainers

2
major events 
attended

152
joined or renewed 
as Leave No Trace 
partners

34%
increase in website 
visiits in 2015

4
new educational 
publications

1
new research 
bursary

2
Partners meetings

1
new outdoor 
classroom

2,100 new 
Facebook followers

1,500
new Twitter followers

500,000  Estimated reach throughout the island of Ireland via partnerships
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“We are delighted to be partners. It’s fun, enjoyable and inspires responsibility.

We have adopted, endorsed and fully support the Leave No Trace programme in Ireland.”

John Carney
DEPARTMENT OF ENvIRONMENT, COMMuNITY AND LOCAL GOvERNMENT

“Fáilte Ireland is a strong supporter of Leave No Trace Ireland. It provides the whole tourism 

industry with much needed advice, education and training in outdoor ethics.

The environment is our core asset for tourism and it needs to be managed in a careful way. 

Leave No Trace Ireland is a positive way in educating everybody who spends time outside.”  

Paddy Mathews
FáILTE IRELAND



Graph 2: expenditure

Total:  €116,440
● Salaries & Fees: 44%
● Programme Services: 56%
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Total Income:  €107,952 
● Core Partners: 41%
● Training/Grants: 59%

The annual accounts have been audited by O’Malley & Company, Chartered Accountants, Castlebar and 

have been lodged as required with the Companies Office. The Company is a not for profit organisation 

and successfully re-obtained Charitable Status in October 2016. The Charity Reference Number is 

CHY20657.

Leave No Trace Ireland is making steady progress towards our long-term financial goals, to support 

our mission in permanence which is aligned to our new Strategic Plan. The accompanying summary of 

financial information is derived from the audited financial statements. The complete audited financial

statements are available on request.

John boyle 
Leave No Trace Ireland, Treasurer
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What has leave no Trace Ireland achieved? 

strategic Plan 
We are delighted to announce Leave No Trace Ireland has completed its first 

Strategic Plan. The Board wish to thank all partners and volunteers for their 

support throughout the development process. The Strategic plan will direct 

the work of Leave No Trace Ireland for the next five years. The plan recognises 

the challenges facing all sporting, educational, tourism and charitable 

organisations at present. 

european project - Imprint +
Leave No Trace has been awarded its first European Project called IMPRINT+. 

The project raises young people’s awareness on their environmental impact 

while spending time outside. The three year international project entitled 

“Imprinting an ecological compensation reasoning on society by means of 

young citizens - IMPRINT+” is financed by the Erasmus+ programme, from the 

European union for education, training, youth and sports. Portugal, Spain, 

Italy, Austria and Ireland are working in partnership to deliver the project 

over three years. Led by the university of Aveiro (uA) the project aims to 

examine the ecological footprint, targeting a philosophy of “leaving a positive 

footprint on the environment” (IMPRINT Plus). The educational aspect of the 

programme will be led by Leave No Trace Ireland.  

Research bursary with IT Tralee
Leave No Trace Ireland was awarded the Masters Bursary in partnership with 

IT Tralee. The title of the current research project is “Enhancing Engagement 

with Leave No Trace in Ireland”. 
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2015 events Programme
Leave No Trace Ireland launched a new Partner events programme in 

2015. The events programme offers partners a programme of free partner 

training for awareness  and Trainer courses along with a list of Leave No 

Trace related events. The programme in 2015 was oversubscribed and has 

continued into a new events programme for 2016. 

leave no Trace Ireland builds Key Partnerships
Since 2006, Coillte, Fáilte Ireland, Sport Ireland, The National Trails Office, 

and The Department of Environment, Community and Local Government 

have been active partners in the Leave No Trace Ireland programme. In 

recent years, Waterways Ireland, Destination Groups, Local Authorities, 

media organisations, communities and educational bodies have joined the 

organisation. Leave No Trace Ireland now enjoys partnerships with over 150 

organisations, businesses, non-profits and community groups across the 

island of Ireland.

educational Highlights

schools
In 2015, Leave No Trace Ireland was awarded Local Agenda 21 grant aid 

with seven Local Authorities. The grant enabled Leave No Trace Ireland 

to roll out training with primary schools to reach over 5,000 students 

in Ireland.  The workshops for primary schools were aimed at 4th class 

and provided a fun and engaging way to learn about Ireland’s natural 

environment and the Leave No Trace message. The workshops were all 

linked to An Taisce’s Green Schools Programme and the school curriculum. 

At the end, all students received a “Leave No Trace champion” award.
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new educational Publications
Leave No Trace Ireland launched four new publications in 2015 

which are outlined below: 

•	 ‘101	Ways	to	Teach	Leave	No	Trace’

•	 ‘101	Things	to	Think	About	Leave	No	Trace’

•	 	‘The	SECAD	Bird	Trail’

•	 ‘Enjoying	the	Outdoors	Responsibly	With	Your	Dog’

‘CPD’ for trainers
Leave No Trace Ireland hosted a CPD day for trainers in November. 

The key theme was litter and behavioural change. The guest speakers 

included Anthony Purcell from the Environmental Education unit of An 

Taisce, Dr. Mary Jo Lavelle  from Trinity College Dublin and Ian Davies 

from Pure, Wicklow. In the afternoon Jackie Hunt, of Aniar Ecology, took 

the group outside and treated trainers to some hands-on tips on how 

to apply the principals of Leave No Trace through ecological studies 

in a natural forest setting. The afternoon continued with two different 

group discussions including a refresher on delivering awareness 

courses as well as an additional workshop for Advanced Trainers on 

learnings about tailoring training to different audiences. The CPD event 

was a successful event and delivered  ideas and techniques to support 

trainers who are delivering Leave No Trace training throughout the 

country. It was also an opportunity for trainers to reacquaint with the 

trainers network.
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Thank you to our partners who drive Leave No Trace programmes and initiatives across Ireland. Below is a 

list of Leave No Trace Ireland’s partners in 2015.

CoRe Partners 2015
•	 Coillte

•	 Department of Environment, Community and Local Government 

•	 Fáilte Ireland

•	 Sport Ireland (National Trails Office) 

•	  Waterways Ireland

 

other Partners 2015
•	 12 O Clock Hills Project
•	 Angling Council of Ireland
•	 Basecamp Retail Ltd
•	 Black stairs Eco Trails
•	 Boyne valley Activities
•	 Castlecomer Discovery Park
•	 Catholic Guides of Ireland
•	 Causeway Coast and Glens 

Heritage Trust
•	 Cycling Ireland
•	 Dublin Mountains Partnership
•	 Duke of Edinburgh
•	 Earths Edge
•	 Eco Endeavours
•	 Eco Tourism Ireland
•	 Environ Conference
•	 Far and Wild
•	 Green Sod Ireland
•	 Hikersblog.co.uk

•	 Hillwalk tours
•	 If Not Why Not Adventure Festival
•	 IMMA
•	 Inland Fisheries Ireland
•	 INvAS
•	 Irish Girl Guides
•	 Irish Orienteering Association
•	 Irish uplands Forum
•	 IT Tralee
•	 Laois County Council
•	 Mayo County Council
•	 Mountain Meitheal
•	 Mountain Trails
•	 Mourne Heritage Trust
•	 Outdoor Recreation Northern 

Ireland
•	 Outsider Magazine
•	 Park Run Ireland
•	 Pathfinders Camper Conservation

•	 Pure Magic
•	 Rock farm Slane
•	 RTÉ
•	 Scouting Ireland
•	 Sea Synergy
•	 Sea Trails Ltd
•	 SECAD
•	 Slieve Aughty Centre
•	 South West Walks
•	 Sport Northern Ireland
•	 Sustainable Tourism Ireland
•	 The Burren Geopark Network
•	 The Kerry ultra Way
•	 Tollymore National Outdoor 

Centre
•	 Trekker Operator
•	 Wexford County Council
•	 Wicklow uplands Council
•	 Wilderness Ireland
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•	 John Boyle, Waterways Ireland

•	 Annmarie Cross, HSE

•	 Ciaran Fallon, Coillte

•	 Lorraine Fitzgerald, Business in the Community Ireland

•	 Myles Kelly, Inland Fisheries Ireland

•	 Lawrence McBride, Far and Wild

•	 Conor McKeon, Scouting Ireland

•	 Mary Mulvey, Eco Tourism Ireland

•	 William O’Halloran, SECAD

•	 Darach O’Murchú, Mountaineering Ireland

•	 Dr. Richard Thorn, Irish Sports Council
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 l e AV e  n o  T R AC e 
s C H o o l s  P R o G R A M M e 

‘Helping you care for nature
and each other’

visit
www.leavenotraceschools.org

for more details
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business Address:
Leave No Trace Ireland,
c/o Sport Ireland, 
Top Floor, Block A Westend Office Park,
Blanchardstown,
Dublin 15

Westport office:
Leave No Trace
c/o Mayo County Council
Altamont Street 
Westport, County Mayo 
Tel: 01 9059009
Email: info@leavenotraceireland.org 

Contact:   
Maura Lyons, Programme Manager
Tel: 087 9005683






















































