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Title: Leave No Trace Relevance in Ireland

Aim: To show that Leave No Trace is very relevant and needed in Ireland

Objectives:
1. Put Leave No Trace in an Irish context, show that it is relevant in Ireland

2. Discuss doubts that people may have about Leave No Trace working in Ireland

3. Get people to look at consequences of not adopting Leave No Trace and conversely the benefits if Leave No Trace is embraced.
Location & Materials: external, Tiglin courtyard; white board/ pad, markers, rope, stones

Lesson:

Intro (hello, hello, welcome, my name is …) & Icebreaker

Ask people to name outdoor activities that occur in Ireland (it could be anything from their favourite activity to something they’d like to try).
· gets people involved, relaxed, talking about themselves 
· gets people to think outside their box, outside their activity

· gives a good indication of the huge variety of activities going on in Ireland

· and all sorts of venue types and locations

· Indicates the volume of activity and thus the pressure on the outdoors as a resource and the requirement for a generic message relevant across all codes
Main Body – The Big Question
Ask the audience if, before coming on the course, they had doubts about Leave No Trace being relevant in Ireland
· loaded question, hopefully will provide some of the following topics for discussion later. “Leave No Trace not relevant in Ireland because …
· “its wilderness based, there’s no real big wilderness in Ireland”
· “its too US sounding and orientated”
· “it will never catch on”
· “we already have outdoor codes no need for another one”
· discuss a few now and leave the rest for later

Main Body – Charades Game / spot the principle
Act out a few typically Irish sketches and get people to guess the scene, the sin and the sinner, and ask people to suggest a Leave No Trace principle that would cover the problem(s). Sample scenes:
· family out walking dog in the countryside, dog chases vulnerable farm animal
· climber at crag disturbing nest and destroying fragile vegetation
· surfers harming sand dunes, boisterous, loud and lewd behaviour dude!
· hill walker causing erosion and littering

· makes the connection between bad stuff occurring in the irish outdoors and the potential for Leave No Trace to remedy the situation
Main Body – Group Activity: Discover Ireland

Make a big map of Ireland with rope on ground. Split people up into groups (e.g. according to their province) to get local expertise or do exercise individually. Ask them to get a few bright and dark coloured stones per group/individual. Tell them the bright coloured stones represent happy memories of remote/pristine/beautiful outdoor places. Get them to get together in their groups or individually to come up with a few such places in their province or in Ireland and to place bright coloured stones at the locations on the virtual model of Ireland. Ask a group representative or each individual to share one or two “special moments” with the rest.

Do the same for dark coloured stones, these represent occurrences that had a negative impact on enjoyment of a place or activity due to environmental damage or behavioural problem.

· Shows the how wonderful and varied the Irish outdoors is, introduces people to new places and experiences around Ireland. Really hits home the message of the need for remedial action by hopefully changing peoples’ behaviour
Ask people to think about what if nothing is done about the general situation …. more black spots and less enjoyment opportunities.

On the other hand, ask people what would happen if Leave No Trace principles were adhered to ….  More happy memories and a more open Ireland.
Wrap-up and Discussion

Conclude with question: how many people think that leave no trace will work in Ireland?

· objective: to end session on a positive note!

Points arising from presentation/miscellaneous:

1. One participant had a doubt about Leave No Trace working in Ireland. This alerted us to the possibility that we might not get Leave No Trace accepted in Ireland and that we have a lot of work to do for it to succeed.
2. We have to get away from the blame game; we are all contributing to the problems. We have to avoid putting the blame on specific groups (such as hill walkers or mountain bikers), this risks alienating a group of users that we need on board. An elitist holier than thou attitude will not help get leave no trace established.

Referring back to big question: is Leave No Trace relevant in Ireland
3. “its wilderness based, there’s no real big wilderness in Ireland” 

– initially Leave No Trace was developed for wilderness areas, but research in the US showed that 85% of recreational use of the outdoors occurred in front country areas (days trips, activities within reach of car), so Leave No Trace has been adapted and developed for application in front country areas. Most of recreation in Ireland occurs in front country areas.
4.  “its too US sounding and orientated”

- the wording has been altered to suit the language, tastes and unique situation of Ireland.

5. “it will never catch on”

- remember plastic bags in supermarkets? Remember smoking in pubs? Beneficial environmental campaigns do catch on in Ireland. E.g. the Reduce Reuse Recycle campaign, Ireland had embraced this, recycling is all the rage. If the majority land owners in Ireland (the farmers, Colite, National Parks) and user groups (MCI, cubs/scouts, activity and outdoor education centres, horse riders, water sports enthusiasts, hunters/fishers etc. etc.) sign up to Leave No Trace then it will work.
6. “we already have outdoor codes no need for another one” 

– already discussed that there are too many existing codes sending a confused signal to people, there is a need for one unified message that works across a broad spectrum of activities and locations. Leave No Trace fits the bill perfectly. It is also compatible with special area codes (i.e. the Wicklow Mountains National Park code). See also above point.

Notes on Group Activity:

This activity can be performed indoors, using a whiteboard or large paper pad. Draw map of Ireland, and use cut out smiley faces (☺) instead of bright stones and unhappy faces (() instead of dark stones and stick them onto the virtual map of Ireland. Proceed with caution. Happy daze. Tóg go bog é. Slán abhaile.
