LEAVE NO TRACE

Topic: Leave What You Find

Aim: To increase participants awareness of personal, social and cultural values and how these are reflected in the landscape around us. 

Objectives:  Participants should know and understand:-

1. That all things in the countryside carry an intrinsic value 

2. That values change from person to person

3. That even if we, personally, don’t see value in something, it doesn’t mean that it isn’t important to others

4. Understanding this, we should regard the things that we find with respect, trying not to disturb them

Resources: 

A bag with various objects:

· Leaf, twig, rock, shell (natural objects)

· Fossil, pottery (historical object)

· Bottle top, bottle, old tent peg (modern rubbish)

· Coin, watch (something of value)
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INTRO - Get everybody in a circle in a place where your voice can clearly be heard.

· Ask participants to look around them, taking note of the things that they think are “man-made” and the things that they think are “natural”

· Point out an object, such as a wall, that is obviously man made – ask them if it’s how they would class this - 

· Point out an object, such as a field or forest, that seems natural and ask them what they think about this – if they say it’s natural point out that the field/forest is a product of mans land management 

· Opening statement: “These days, very little of the natural environment is untouched by man - this exercise is going to explore peoples perception of the nature and the countryside and how this can influences our actions”.

MAIN BODY

Activity 1: 

Place the objects that you’ve brought with you on the ground

· Ask for a volunteer

· Ask them to arrange the objects into to piles… one for “treasure” or stuff they find interesting and another for “rubbish” stuff they wouldn’t take a second glance at – put all the stuff back as they were

· Pick another volunteer 

· Ask them to do the same

· Have they put the same things in the same place?

· Open it up to the rest of the group – do they agree?

· Ask the group to imagine that they came across the same pile, as it is now, in 100 years time

· Would the treasure and rubbish be the same?

Time, location, perception and even weather can have a bearing on how we value the objects that we find. We often have to rely on our own judgment when we decide what we pick up and what we leave behind.

Activity 2: Role-play

· Select the three most animated members of your group – allocate them with a role each – expand and adapt these roles to make them relevant to your group and them print them out on three slips of paper.

· Role 1: Local treasure hunter – has a metal detector and a spade and is digging big hols in the ground – leaving the holes open and the soil in big piles next to them – he/she has heard that Roman coins have been found in the area and has just found a very rare roman coin.

· Role 2: Local farmer – finds a load of holes in his field and isn’t happy – not interested in history – but thinks that “if the coin has value then it’s his… well it’s on his land”

· Role 3: Representative from the museum – Wants to take the coin to the museum – believes that it should be free for all to see. 

· Hand the slips out to your selected actors, gather the group into a semicircle around the characters

· Set the scene – We are standing ain the middle of a grassy field as “role 1” is digging great big chunks out of it (prompt them to act) and then they come across something… then bring in role 2 and 3 successively letting them argue about the coin and the damage to the field.

CONCLUDING DISCUSSION

· Gather the group back into a circle

· Ask them to reflect on the role-play

· Who do they think was right, if any?

· If they had come across the situation, what advice would they give to try and resolve the conflict?

· What could the treasure hunter have done differently to make the situation better

CONCLUSION









· We can leave more that physical impacts on the countryside we pass through

· We should always consider other peoples feelings, remembering that not everybody shares our values 

· We should encourage others to find common ground

· If we don’t take, bring or change anything in the landscape through which we are we passing, we will not interfere with it’s intrinsic qualities 

WHY IS THIS PRINCIPLE IMPORTANT?

· It reminds us to consider personal, social and cultural values. 
· That there are many levels of ownership (legal, perceived, cultural, emotional) 
· That, if we are not careful, we can negatively impact other people without realising
